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The meeting was called to order by Board President Steve Riback at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 

Ms. Michele Arminio  

Mr. Marvin Braverman 

Ms. Jill DeMaio 

Mr. Lew Kaufman 

Ms. Kathy Kolupanowich 

Mr. Thomas Nothstein 

Ms. Dawn Quarino 

Mr. Steven Riback 

Mr. Frank Russo 

 

JAMESBURG BOARD MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE ABSENT 

Mr. Paul Rutsky  

 

STAFF PRESENT 

Dr. Michael G. Kozak, Superintendent of Schools 

Dr. Dori Alvich, Assistant Superintendent of Schools 

Mr. Michael C. Gorski, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 

STUDENT BOARD MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT  

Mr. Syed Ateeb Jamal 

Ms. Stefani Scalisi 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC - 28 

 

After the Pledge of Allegiance and roll call, the Board Secretary read the following statement: 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law, the Monroe 

Township Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the 

date, time and place thereof posted December 9, 2016: 

 

1. At all Schools, 

2. Home News Tribune, 

3. Cranbury Press, and 

4. Filed with the Clerk of the Municipality  

 

 

STUDENT BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORT 

Mr. Jamal reported that the Marching Band returned from their trip to Hawaii and had a wonderful 

experience. Mr. Jamal further reported that the Science National Honor Society will be hosting an 

Alumni Stem Panel event next Thursday.  
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Ms. Stefani Scalisi reported that the MTHS FBLA will be hosting a Family Karaoke Night this 

Friday and the Drama Club Cabaret Night will be held on Monday, December 19th.  

 

PRESENTATION OF THE 2015-2016 COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 

Board President Riback introduced Mr. Gerard Stankiewicz of the auditing firm of Samuel Klein 

and Company. Mr. Stankiewicz stated that the Board received the Comprehensive Annual 

Financial Report (CAFR) and the Auditor’s Management Report on Administrative Findings – 

Financial, Compliance and Performance for fiscal year ending June 30, 2016.  Mr. Stankiewicz 

gave a very thorough review of the CAFR and Management Report and discussed the internal 

control systems in place in the district. Mr. Stankiewicz explained that the audit is a year-long 

event during which samples are taken from several areas including payroll, minutes, accounts 

payable, food service operation, capital projects, student activity funds, grant activity to ensure 

compliance, and bank reconciliations to ensure that they agree with the general ledger. Lastly, Mr. 

Stankiewicz stated that there were no recommendations and that the audit was an unmodified clean 

opinion.   

 

Mr. Riback thanked Mr. Stankiewicz, Mr. Gorski and the business office for all their efforts with 

keeping the district on track. 

 

Ms. DeMaio inquired what percentage of transactions were sampled. Mr. Stankiewicz responded 

a little more than 5%, additionally ten to twenty million dollars’ worth of expenses were examined. 

Ms. DeMaio inquired if that was the standard amount of for auditing. Mr. Stankiewicz responded 

that is above the industry standard. Mr. Russo inquired if there was anything that the district could 

be doing better. Mr. Stankiewicz responded just continue to make sure that the business office is 

properly staffed. Next, Mr. Russo inquired if the ten million in debt service is appropriate for the 

district’s budget. Mr. Stankiewicz responded that the district is well within its allowable borrowing 

capacity. Mr. Nothstein thanked Mr. Stankiewicz and stated that as chair of the finance committee 

he performs a mini audit on a monthly basis and thanked Ms. Laura Allen, Accounting Supervisor, 

Mr. Gorski and business office staff for the level of detail they provide and all of their efforts to 

obtain another unmodified audit.  Mr. Nothstein inquired if it would it be possible to place the 

CAFR on the district website. Mr. Gorski responded that he could post both reports on the website 

and if any member of the public would like either report they should contact him and he will email 

them. Mr. Gorski stated that the reports indicate that all transactions are accounted for properly; 

are spent within accordance of the Budget; and are safe- guarded through exceptional internal 

controls. Mr. Gorski thanked the Board of Education for providing the resources necessary to 

ensure an effective business office, Ms. Laura Allen and the business office staff for their efforts 

in being responsible for an unmodified opinion. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Nothstein and seconded by Mr. Kaufman to approve the following 

resolution by consent roll call: 

It is recommended that the members of the Monroe Township Board of Education accept and 

approve the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and the Auditor’s Management Report on 

Administrative Findings – Financial, Compliance and Performance, and hereby approve and 

authorize the submission of the required Corrective Action Plan (C.A.P.) to the County Office 

indicating that there are no recommendations for fiscal year ending June 30, 2016. Roll call 9-0-

0-0-1. Motion carried. 
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PRESENTATION OF PLAQUES TO BOARD MEMBERS LEW KAUFMAN AND TOM 

NOTHSTEIN 

Mr. Riback, Mr. Gorski, Dr. Alvich and Dr. Kozak presented plaques to Mr. Nothstein and Mr. 

Kaufman and thanked each of them for their dedicated service to the district.  

 

Mr. Riback thanked Mr. Kaufman for giving fifteen years to the community while serving a 

board of education member. 

Mr. Riback thanked Board Vice President Tom Nothstein for his invaluable service to the district 

the past three years.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS   

Mr. Lew Kaufman, Chairperson of the Curriculum Committee, reported that the committee met 

earlier this evening and reviewed the following documents: 

Algebra 1 A/B; AP Computer Science Principles; Rhythmic Dance; IEC Club/Program; a 

presentation/update on Performance Matters; and the committee received a presentation of the 

proposed Innovative Elective Club/Course which the committee has requested more information. 

  

Mr. Tom Nothstein, Chairperson of the Finance Committee, reported that the committee met last 

week for a residency hearing, which the Board will be discussing in closed session this evening. 

Mr. Nothstein added that the committee also met on December 12, 2016 where they were presented 

with the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, and Auditor’s Management Report.  

 

Ms. Jill DeMaio, Chairperson of the Personnel Committee, stated that the committee met on 

December 13th, due to confidentiality Ms. DeMaio could not elaborate further. 

 

Mr. Riback updated the Board and public on the referendum plan, stating that Brinkerhoff 

Environmental Associates completed the first phase of the wetlands mapping at Church Road, the 

information has been transmitted to the project architect for evaluation on the feasibility of 

buildings on the site. Mr. Riback further stated that the endangered species habitat assessment is 

ongoing. The preliminary report indicates that two schools can be built on this site. However the 

land has not been transferred to the township therefore, following the directive from the Board 

administration has been actively engaged in looking for alternate sites including sites outside the 

district. 

 

Ms. Arminio, Chairperson of the Policy Committee, stated that at the request of some board 

members the committee had a discussion on the nepotism policy Bylaw 144 which extends the 

time frame to 18 months for some additional employees. Ms. Arminio stated that because of the 

substantive changes the policy is listed as a first reading for this evening.  

 

Mr. Riback specified that the following procedures should be followed: 

 

A.) Speakers should state their name and residence. 

B.) Statements should not exceed three minutes. 
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C.) All statements should be directed to him and questions should not be directed to 

individual members of the board. Likewise board members should not comment to 

speakers during the public session. 

D.) Speakers state all their questions and they will be answered, followed up on or the Board 

will receive their statement.  

PUBLIC FORUM – 

 
Chrissy Skurbe 21 Preakness Drive – stated that she attend the BG&T meeting last evening where 
Dr. Kozak  mentioned considering moving the 6th grade back to the elementary schools, and asked 
if he could elaborate on how that will work and inquired if he considered the curriculum impact 
and needs for each of those schools. Dr. Kozak responded that was only one of the options being 
considered and until it is a definitive plan the details of such have not been discussed yet. Ms. 
Skurbe inquired what the plan is for utilizing trailers at the middle and high school next year. Dr. 
Kozak responded that the plan wouldn’t be to add them next year but possibly the year after. Ms. 
Skurbe also spoke in regards to the new IE Club/Course and the town council agreement to transfer 
the Church Road land to the district.  

Stephen Manfre 12 Belmont Court - inquired if Dr. Kozak and the mayor discussed any other 

available land within the township that the township may be willing to give the district;  what further 

steps need to be taken that makes the report preliminary at this time; and when the wood turtle study 

be completed. Dr. Kozak reported that they are considering all parcels of land whether privately or 

by the township. Lastly, Dr. Kozak stated that the report is not finalized yet but Mr. Riback wanted 

to provide an update that is why the study was reported as preliminary at this time and the wood turtle 

study is not completed yet.  

 
Andy Paluri 16 St. James Street - thanked Mr. Nothstein and Mr. Kaufman for their service to the 
township. Mr. Paluri inquired if the study performed by Edwards Enginnering will be available for 
public review and how far beyond Monroe is the search for land. Mr. Riback responded that when 
the report from Brinkerhoff is received it can be placed on the district website. Mr. Riback stated that 
it is a fair assessment that the site is okay to move forward.  Mr. Gorski responded that there would 
be transportation challenges in building schools outside of the township, and as directed by the Board 
administration is exploring the 65 acres.   

Prakash Parab 33 Dayna Drive - inquired how Monroe’s curriculum compares to other NJ schools 
and are if Monroe students being accepted into good universities. Dr. Kozak responded that 
Monroe’s students do well based on standardize testing and have been accepted into some 
excellent universities. 
 

Ravi Mallampalli 16 Louise Lane - spoke in support of the newly proposed IE Club/Course.  

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT/RECOMMENDATIONS 

PERSONNEL 

A motion was made by Mr. Nothstein and seconded by Ms. Arminio that Personnel Items A – BB 

be approved by consent roll call. Roll Call 9-0-0-0-1. Motion carried with Mr. Braverman voting 

No on Item X - STEM Planning Committee. A copy of the Personnel Section of the 

Superintendent’s Report is attached to the official set of minutes.  
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BOARD ACTION 

A motion was made by Mr. Nothstein and seconded by Ms. Arminio that Board Action Items A – 

P be approved by consent roll call. Roll call 9-0-0-0-1 Motion carried with Mr. Kaufman recusing 

and Mr. Braverman, Ms. DeMaio, and Ms. Kolupanowich voting No on item O – Bylaw 0142.1 

Nepotism; and Mr. Braverman voting No on Item M – Art Applications. A copy of the Board 

Action Section of the Superintendent’s Report is attached to the official set of minutes. 
 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Nothstein and seconded by Mr. Riback that Board Action Items A – 

K be approved by consent roll call. Roll Call 9-0-0-0-1. Motion carried. A copy of the Board 

Action Section of the Business Administrator’s Report is attached to the official set of minutes. 

 

BOARD PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

Mr. Riback stated that it is an incredible honor for our marching band to have been chosen to 

represent New Jersey. Mr. Riback thanked the dedicated parents and staff who helped them achieve 

this, adding that these students are wonderful examples for the younger children to follow. 

 

Mr. Riback thanked the members of the Board for working together this past year and helping 

towards making his responsibility as president a more positive experience. 

  

OTHER BOARD OF EDUCATION BUSINESS  

 

Ms. Kolupanowich thanked Mr. Nothstein and Mr. Kaufman for their years of service to the Board.  

 

Mr. Russo thanked both Mr. Nothstein and Mr. Kaufman and stated that they will both be missed 

for their knowledge and sense of humor they brought to the Board. 

 

Ms. Arminio thanked Mr. Kaufman and Mr. Nothstein for their service to the district. Ms. Arminio 

added that Mr. Nothstein brought dignity, respect, fairness and decency to the Board; and his 

service included a lot of work and self-sacrificing, during which he always had the best interest of 

the children in mind, even if it was to his own detriment. Ms. Arminio added that it is an honor to 

know him personally and to have worked together as fellow board members. Ms. Arminio further 

stated that the district is losing an extraordinary man.  

 

Mr. Kaufman stated that the new program curriculum is looking at is very exciting and cautioned 

the Board to make sure it is done right before it is launched.  

 

Mr. Kaufman thanked his family for putting up with the enormous amount of time that he has 

spent while serving the Board and the community members for their continuous support with their 

votes over the years. 

 

Mr. Nothstein echoed Mr. Kaufman’s statement and thanked Mr. Kaufman for his quality 

leadership adding that it was an honor to be able to serve with him. Mr. Nothstein stated that he 

appreciated the short time he served on the Board and thanked administration and staff, adding 
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that he learned so much and was able to see the hard work that it takes in running a school district 

as efficiently as is done. Additionally, he thanked his fellow board members, especially Ms. 

Arminio for her inspiration that led him to this position.  

  

PUBLIC FORUM - 

 

Patty Lang 74 Macfarlane Circle - thanked the Board for the presentation on the audit. Ms. Lang 

stressed that informing and explaining to the public of where the numbers go and what is going on 

is so important. Ms. Lang expressed that in the future the Board needs to do a better job of 

explaining the plans and actions that are going on so residents can have a better understanding. 

  

Timothy Verasca 7 Collins Avenue - stressed his concerns for the safety of his child and the other 

students in his child’s class. Mr. Verasca requested that the Board look into the situation and why 

those actions are not being addressed. Mr. Riback responded that Mr. Verasca’s comments will not 

go unheard. 

  

Prakash Parab 33 Dayna Drive – congratulated the marching band on the selection to represent 

New Jersey. Mr. Parab inquired what the ranking of the high school was compared to last year. 

Dr. Kozak responded that there are many different types of rankings. Dr. Kozak said that as far as 

standardized testing goes Monroe compares very well, the question should be can we do better and 

that answer would be yes, adding that the road to success is always under construction.  

 

CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION 

Be It Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Township of Monroe hereby moves to go into 

Closed Session, in accordance with Sunshine Law, Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 

(N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 through 10:4-21), to discuss the following subject(s): 

 

 Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying 

 

 Student Residency Matters 

 

 Personnel Matter 

 

The discussion conducted in closed session can be disclosed to the public at such time as the 

need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Nothstein and seconded by Ms. Kolupanowich that the members of 

the Board of Education go into closed session.  Motion carried with Ms. Arminio abstaining. 

 

Mr. Braverman and Ms. Quarino excused themselves from the meeting. 

 

Adjourned to Closed Session at 9:05 p.m. 

Returned to Public Meeting at 9:54 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Nothstein and seconded by Ms. Arminio that the Board approve the 

following resolution by roll call: 
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It is recommended that the Board of Education approve the suspension with pay of employee no. 

006553 retroactive to December 5, 2016, pending further action by the Board.  The Superintendent 

and the Business Administrator/Board Secretary are hereby authorized and directed to take all 

necessary steps to implement this action of the Board of Education.  Roll call 5-0-1-1-3. Motion 

carried with Mr. Kaufman abstaining and Mr. Russo recusing. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Riback and seconded by Ms. Arminio that the Board approve the 

following resolution by roll call: 

WHEREAS, the Administration has applied to the Monroe Township Board of Education 

for a determination that student #86478 and student #86477 are not entitled to a free education in 

the Monroe Township Public Schools; and 

WHEREAS, the Board’s Finance Committee held a hearing on December 7, 2016, 

pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:22-4.3(e), to determine the students’ eligibility for a free education in the 

Monroe Township Public Schools; and 

WHEREAS, on that date, the father of the students attended the hearing and presented 

evidence on the students’ behalf; and 

WHEREAS, the Finance Committee, after having heard and considered all of the 

documentary and testimonial evidence presented, recommended to the full Board that it order the 

removal of the students from the Monroe Township School District pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:22:4.3 

because the students do not reside in Monroe Township. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:22:4.3, the 

Monroe Township Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Finance Committee and 

finds that student #86478 and student #86477 are not domiciled within the Monroe Township 

School District and therefore, are not legally entitled to continue to attend the District’s schools; 

and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board hereby orders the removal of student #86478 and 

student #86477 from the District. Roll call 7-0-0-0-3. Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC FORUM – None  

 

NEXT PUBLIC MEETING 

Mr. Riback stated that the next public meeting of the Monroe Township Board of Education will 

convene at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 4, 2017.  

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Mr. Kaufman and seconded by Mr. Nothstein that the meeting be 

adjourned.  Motion carried.  The public meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michael C. Gorski, CPA 
    Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
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